Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 CAIRO 07508 031641Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR- 12 ISO-OO CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO 
DODE-OO EB-07 FRB-03 H-01 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 EPG-02 AID-05 SS-15 
STR-04 ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 OMB-01 
FEA-01 AGR-05 /113W 

040138Z 111937/72 

R 031542Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4638 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSYDAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
AMCONSUL ALEXANDRIA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAIRO 7508 

EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: ETRD, BEXP, PFOR 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 07508 031641Z 

SUB J : BOYCOTT: ARAB LEAGUE EXPERTS COMMITTEE 
REF CAIRO 7086, 

1 . CAIRO PRESS OF APRIL 30 CARRIED SLIGHTLY EXPANDED VERSION 
OF ANNOUNCEMENT REPORTED REFTEL ON ACTIVITIES OF EXPERTS 
COMMITTEE FORMED BY ARAB LEAGUE TO STUDY BOYCOTT OF ISRAEL 
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AND WORK OUT ANEW STRATEGY FOR ITS IMPLEMENTATION. ARTICLES 
ALSO COVERED STATEMENTS BY AL ASST SECGEN FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS 
SAYED NOFAL TO EFFECT THAT IN ADDITION TO EXAMINING HOW ECONOMIC 
CHANGES OVER PAST 25 YEARS HAVE AFFECTED ARAB INTERESTS FROM 
BOYCOTT POINT OF VIEW, EXPERTS (NAMED IN REFTEL) WOULD 
ALSO HAVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR REVIEWING THE WORK PERFORMED BY 
BOYCOTT OFFICIALS IN LIAISON OFFICES AND SEMI-ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 

2. GAMAL EL SORANY, OF CAIRO PLO OFFICE AND MEMBER OF NEW 
COMMITTEE, IS QUOTED AS AFFIRMING BOYCOTT IS A LEGITIMATE AND 
RECOGNIZED MEANS FOR ADVANCING A NATION'S INTERESTS, AND IN THE 
CASE OF THE ARABS, IS ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE WEAPONS THEY 
HAVE AGAINST ISRAEL. 

3. COMMENT: BOTH ASPECTS OF AL CONCERN OVER BOYCOTT HAVE NOW 
BEEN SURFACED PUBLICLY: OPERATIONS OF BOYCOTT COMMISSION 
BUREAUCRACY AND HOW BEST TO SERVE ARAB INTERSTS, TWO NOT 
NECESSARILY COMPLENETARY FACETS OF SAME PROBLEM. GREATER 
POLITICAL CONTROL OVER COMMISSION AND ITS OFFICES SHOULD 
HELP TO REDUCE INSTANCES OF EXCESSIVE ZEAL WHICH HAVE GIVEN 
BOYCOTT BAD (IF NOT NECESSARILY JUSTIFIED) NAME, PARTICULARLY 
IN US., AND CLOSER EXAMINATION OF ECONOMIC IMPACT 

ON ARABS THEMSELVES SHOULD PROVIDE A BASIS FOR ADJUSTING 
THE PROGRAM. KEY QUESTION WILL BE WHETHER TO LOOSEN 
OR TIGHTEN BLACKLIST RULES, WITH EGYPT, FOR ONE, IN FAVOR 
OF LIBERALIZATION. 

COMPOSITION OF COMMITTEE (EGYPT, SYRIA AND SAUDI ARABIA VS 
IRAQ/ AND PLO) MAY BE REASONABLE INDICATION THAT IS REPORT 
WILL TEND IN THAT DIRECTION. 
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